Book reviews
Infectious Diseases of Children by Saul Krugman MD & Robert Ward MD 2nd ed pp 398 illustrated 97s 6d St Louis: The C VMosby Company London: Henry Kimpton 1960 This is as admirable an account of infectious disease in childhood as would be expected of the two authors, both distinguished pediatricians. Each chapter is devoted to a different disease which is described in detail, with considerable attention to the ;tiological and pathological aspects. In spite of this the writing is clear and concise and it is easy to pick out any special points which may be needed for reference. In fact, it is so well written that it is a pleasure to read.
The references are as up to date as is possible in a textbook, and the sections on therapy are cautious and wise and give a balanced account of the use of modem remedies. No claims are made for any form of treatment that are not well substantiated.
The illustrations and diagrams are clear and helpful. The general format gives a good impression, the print is easy to read and the paper is of high quality. This should prove a valuable addition to the libraries of all who deal with infectious diseases in children.
Atlas of Human Anatomy edited by Ferenc Kiss MD
and Janos Szentdgothai MD 8th ed 3 vols £8 12s 6d Budapest: Publishing House ofthe Hungarian Academy ofSciences-Publishing House Medicinal 1960 This atlas which is edited by Professor Kiss, Professor of Anatomy in the University of Budapest, and Professor Szentagothai, Professor of Anatomy in the University of Pecs, and contributed to by Dr Munkasci, is in three volumes and has appeared for the first time in English. It has already been translated into Hungarian, German, Russian, Bulgarian and Chinese. The contents of the volumes are as follows: Vol I -Osteology, syndesmology and myology. Vol II -Splanchnology, endocrine glands and heart. Vol III -Nervous system, vascular system, lymphatic system and sense organs.
The majority of the illustrations are in two or more colours, and have been drawn from original, specially prepared dissections. The drawings have been beautifully executed and annotated and give 'Also obtainablefrom7Collet's Holdings,jLondon, the student a realistic picture of the various anatomical structures. The production of these volumes must have been a formidable task, and the authors are to be congratulated for producing such a fine atlas.
A Primer of Space Medicine by M P Lansberg MD ppviii+165 illustrated 15s
Amsterdam &c: Elsevier Publishing Company 1960 Now that manned space-ffight has finally been achieved, many doctors will be specifically interested in the physiological and psychological factors involved.
Dr Lansberg presents a review of these problems, with philosophical and mathematical undertones, but the text is uneven in its coverage. Less than three pages are devoted to the difficulties of re-entry into the earth's atmosphere, for example, yet this has been one of the chief problems which have delayed the achievement of manned orbital flight.
Nevertheless, all the important biological factors are at least mentioned, and a comprehensive list of references is provided so that the reader can himself pursue subjects which have aroused his special interest. The Catarrhal Child by John Fry MD FRcs pp viii + 139 illustrated 25s. London: Butterworths 1961 Dr Fry is well known for his writing from general practice and his new book is an excellent documentation of ten years' experience as a family doctor in one of London's more salubrious. suburbs. It gives a good account of the natural history of the only too common respiratory illnesses in children. Although a personal series, it is not greatly at variance with the other studies which have been undertaken. References in the text make this quite clear. These facts should beuseful to those just going into general practice and not familiar with children, and help them to see the child with recurrent coughs and colds in true perspective. The book will also help to remind those working in hospitals that they see a highly selected group of these children and it leaves no doubt that, in some areas, the indications for tonsillectomy need reviewing.
Dr Fry shows that there is a peak incidence of all these respiratory infections occurring between the ages of 4 and 8 and depending on the child's contact with other children and sources of in-
